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Profile: Tammy Connor

Tammy Connor is the talent behind the beautiful home that I featured yesterday.
What I admire most about her work is a refined, traditional style that is marked
by warmth, comfort and originality. When you study each of Tammy’s various
projects you notice a sincere dedication to each client's unique lifestyle.
Prior to founding Tammy Connor Interior Design in 1999, Tammy received a
bachelor's degree in Studio Arts magna cum laude from Wake Forest University
and a graduate degree in interior design summa cum laude from The American
College of Applied Arts in Atlanta, Georgia. While in school, she was the recipient
of several scholarships and was named design student of the year. Upon

graduation, she apprenticed with the esteemed design firm of Gandy/Peace Inc.
Many thanks to Birmingham Home and Garden for letting me know that
Tammy's own home is featured in their latest issue (she is the cover girl too). You
can see photos of her home on the blog Blueprint Bliss or pick up a copy for
yourself. I have a feeling that Tammy Connor’s work (and name) will soon join
the ranks of well-known, established interior designers.

How would you describe your personal style?
Inviting, refined, collected, timeless, and classic with a twist. I think that it is
imperative to understand the rules of design (principles, elements, and history)
in order to successfully break them! I aim to create spaces that are not only
beautiful, but also comfortable. Perhaps it’s the Southerner in me, but I want
clients and their guests to feel comfortable curling up on a fabulous antique settee
barefoot and to relax in their surroundings.
What is your favorite luxury in life?
Traveling to interesting and beautiful places and peaceful sleep.

Which talent would you most like to posses?
Opera singer. There seems to be something therapeutic about belting out a
romance language in beautifully appointed historical buildings. And, the fabulous
sets and costumes are the icing on the cake!
What is your most prized possession?
Photos of family, friends and travel. We once had to evacuate our home in
Charleston for a hurricane. All I took with me was my computer and boxes upon
boxes of photographs. Now, if only I could find the time to organize all of them!

Who are your style icons?
Albert Hadley for his design sense, longevity, and candor.
Coco Channel for her determination, commitment, and style.
Charles D Gandy, (an early mentor of mine at Gandy/ Peace Inc) for his refined
approach to interiors and for role-modeling his open and honest business
practices.
Who would you most like to collaborate with on a project?
I would love to collaborate with creative clients on a villa on Lake Como (my
husband and I are Italophiles), a safari lodge in South Africa (my favorite
vacation spot), or a boutique equestrian B&B (I think I am an undiscovered
equifile).
Who would you most like to meet and how would you spend the day?
In a fantasy world, I would have to go with Jackie O. I would want her to plan the
itinerary, but would hope that there would be time for an insightful conversation
on style, philanthropy, politics and motherhood.

What inspires your creativity and designs?
There is inspiration through every open door. Travel, architecture, nature,
people, and their lifestyles are some of the primary sources. Nature often inspires
color schemes that I incorporate into interiors. For example, when I was last in
Charleston I couldn’t help but notice the beautiful blooming magnolia trees and
their sophisticated color palette of evergreen, cinnamon, and crisp ivory.

With which iconic designer or architect do you most identify?
Rose Tarlow. Her interiors are always refined but inviting, and she achieves this
through her distinct use of scale, texture, and color. I especially love her living
room in Bel Air that allows the exterior vines not only to enter, but also to grow in
the room.
And, while I am not sure I would be brave enough to live with this visitor, it
certainly adds great texture and life to the space. It is this unexpected
juxtaposition of refined, rustic, and natural that I admire her for the most.
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